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Re: Preparation for May 18-19 SSC Meeting

This memo is written to help SSC members prepare for our May meeting.  Three issues are discussed.

1. Use of Modeling Results.  We believe it would be beneficial to our process for the group to agree that the CRA modeling results should be used solely for the purpose of informing the SSC’s decisions on the three scenarios for which detailed transmission planning analyses will be done.  This is why the modeling has been done. It has not been done to develop or test specific possible energy policies.

2. Remaining Sensitivity Decisions.  We made great progress on our on April 29 call and have just a few remaining sensitivity issues.  We hope to resolve these issues expeditiously on May 18.  

During the April 29 meeting, we discussed holding up to 4 runs in order to rerun base Futures with hard transmission constraints if we decide to use one of the soft constraint sensitivities as the basis for running the remaining sensitivities for that Future.  Possible candidates are Futures 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8.  We need to confirm this decision, which was recommended by Dennis Bergeron and CRA.

The group also discussed doing (i) an additional extra low renewable capital cost run in Future 2 and (ii) an additional hurdle rate run in Future 6 to be comparable with Future 5.  We believe both would be desirable. We can do both if we retain three sensitivities to re-run the base cases of Futures 2, 5 & 8, assuming hard constraints end up being used for sensitivity runs for these Futures. These are the Futures where it is reasonable to assume that significant transmission build-outs may be necessary, resulting in significant differences between the base Future run using the baseline infrastructure and the hard constrain runs used for sensitivities. 

Finally, EISPC agreed to provide additional information on the proposed inputs for the modular nuclear sensitivity.

3. Suggested Process for Scenario Development.  Our next major undertaking will be developing and agreeing on the three scenarios for the transmission expansion analyses.  We would like to propose  the following process to the SSC for this task:

a) EIPC initial discussion with the SSC on how the transmission plans based on the scenarios will be done, including key decision points and considerations. (May, with further details provided in July.)

b) EIPC defines for the SSC the specific information that must be provided by the SSC for each scenario. (May and July)

c) In consultation with EIPC and DOE, the SSC discusses (May) and agrees upon the overall objectives of this exercise that should drive the scenario selections. (July)

d) After the May meeting, the SSC establishes a SSC task force consisting of two SSC members representing the States sector, and one SSC member from each of the other sectors, selected by each sector to be its representative.  The charge of the task force will be to first recommend objectives and criteria to the SSC for scenario selection (July), and second, to recommend three scenarios to the SSC for approval using the criteria approved by the SSC (Sept.).  To the extent the task force cannot reach consensus, a limited number of scenario options should be presented to the SSC for decision.

e)  A small technical group may be needed to support the task force in providing the data required by EIPC for each scenario. 


 
